




CONSTITUTION 
OF THE 
KN1K TRIBE 



as such, we ordain and institute this constitution to promote our Tribe’s social, i 
and cultural progress. 


article i^_name 

This is the constitution of the Knife Tribe. 

ARTI CLE n, TERR I TORY 

The exterior boundaries of the Knik Tribe shall extend to and include all lands 


customarily and traditionally used or owned by the Knik Native people of Knik 






'W 


Virginia L. Call 

Marina K. Eognuk (Lopez) 

HedyNIckita 

Lloyd Shaginoff 

Lewis A. Tellman 

Wiliam P. Tellman (Deceased) 

Arthur Theodore 

David Theodore (Deceased) 

Larry L. Theodore 

Patsy Theodore (Garda) 

Randolph Theodore 

Ronnie T. Theodore 


Lena M. Eognuk 

Malcolm McKinnon* Sr. (Deceased) 

John Shaginoff 

Alfred P. Tellman 

Walter R. Tellman 

Alice B. Theodore 

Bailey W. Theodore (Deceased) 

Henry Theodore 

Martha Theodore (Stephan) 

Paul B. Theodore 
Raymond L. Theodore 
Marie A. Niddta (Williams) 


(a) Any person of Native blood, who is a direct, lineal descendant of any person 
named in Aitide IV, Section 1 of this Constitution, upon application, be 
enrolled as a voting member of the Knik Tribe. 

(b) Any person of Alaska Native blood who resides in the Upper Cook Inlet area 
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ion 2. Qualification of 
f the Upper Cook Inlet < 
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Section 1. President The President shall preside at all meetings of the Tribe and 
the Council and shall execute on behalf of the Tribe all contracts, leases, or other 
documents approved by the Council. The President may vote in matters before the Council, 
and shall have general supervision of all other officers, employees, and committees of the 
Tribe and see that their duties are property performed. When the Council is not in session, 
the President shall be the official representative of the Tribe. 

Section 2. Vice President. The Vice President shall assist the President when called 
upon to do so. In the absence or incapacity of the President, the Vice President shall 
preside and when so presiding shall have all the rights, privileges, and responsibilities of the 


Section 3. Secretary /Treasurer. The Secretary /Treasurer shall keep the minutes of 
all meetings and shall attest to the enactment of all resolutions and ordinances. The 
Secretary/Treasurer shall issue notices of all meetings and elections and conduct all general 
correspondence as directed by the Council. The Secretary /Treasurer shall cany out the 
financial directives of the Council, receive all monies, and keep an accurate account of the 
receipts and disbursements. Funds shall be deposited in the Knik Tribe’s account in a local 
bank selected by the Council where depositor’s funds are insured by the Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation or the equivalent. All disbursements shall be made by check in 
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accordance with resolutions of the Council. If requested, the Secretary /Treasurer shall file 
a bond satisfactory to the Council. The Council shall authorize payment of the annual bond 
premium from Tribal funds. Hie Secretaiy/Treasurer shall give a financial report to the 
Council once a month, and all financial records shall be available for inspection by any 
members of the Tribe. At the expiration of his term in office, the Secretary/Treasurer shall 
turn over all the records and papers in his possession to his successor or to the Council. 

ARTICLE vm. COUNCIL MEETINGS 


Section 1. Meeting s. Regular meetings of the Council shall be held at least 
quarterly; the time, place, and date to be designated by the Council. Special meetings of 
the Council may be called by the President and shall be called by him upon receipt of a 
request signed by the Secretaiy/Treasurer and at least one (1) member of the Council and 
when so called, the Council shall have power to transact business as in regular meetings, 
provided that a quorum is present. 

Section 2. Notice . Not less than ten (10) days before each regular Council meeting, 
of the meeting. Not less than three (3) days before any special Council meeting written 
a manner reasonably likely to be actually received, stating the place, day, hour, and purpose 




available to Tri 


Section 7. Parliamentary Procedures . All meetings shall be conducted in accordance 
with rules acceptable to the Council. 


ARTICL E IX ^ EMOVAI^ECALU E QRFEIT URE, AND VACANCI E S 


Section 1. Removal . Any elected Council m 
behavior involving lack of fitness, misconduct in 


ad guilty by the Council of 












Section 6. Retained Powers. The retained powers of the Tribe not expressed in this 
Constitution shall not be lost by omission, but may be exercised by majority vote of the 
eligible voting members or delegated by the eligible voting members to the CoundL 

ARTICLE XI. POPULAR PARTICIPATION IN GOVERNMENT 

Section 1. Initiative. The eligible voting members of the Tribe shall have the right 
to propose legislation and vote by secret ballot to determine whether it will be adopted or 
rejected. Hie Council shall review the petition to determine if the proposed legislation can 
be reasonably understood and implemented, and shall advise the petitioners for the 
legislation if the petition is found to be invalid. If the Council denies the petition, the 
petitioners, upon request, shall be entitled to an independent review by an impartial 
committee appointed by the Council. Hie committee’s decision shall be final for the 


Upon receipt of a valid petition signed by at least fifty percent (50%) of the eligible 
voting members, the Council shall call an election or membership meeting to be conducted 
no later than thirty (30) days after receipt of the petition. An affirmative vote by at least 
a majority of the eligible voting members present and voting or voting by absentee ballot 
shall be required to determine the issues or questions submitted to the voters. 
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and shall remain in full force until amended or rescinded by subsequent action of the 
eligible voting members or expires by its own terms. 

ARTICLE Xn, RIGHTS OF MEMBERS 


Section 1. Civil Rig hts. Consistent with the custi 


s, and traditions of the Knik 




Land Rights. Tribal members shall have rights to use Tribally ov 


Oth e r., Right s and . . Benefit s. Tribal members shall have rights to 
dees, and other tribal benefits as may be determined by the Council to be 


i. Except as specifically limited by Tribal law, 
;w all Tribal records, including financial records. 


m of this Constitution shall be declared invalid by court of competent 




of the Knik Tribe shall remain 



AR TICLE X Y, A M ENDM E NTS 

This Constitution may be amended by a majority vote of the eligible voting members 
of the Knik Tribe voting in an election called for that purpose; provided that, at least thirty 
percent (30%) of those entitled to vote shall vote in such election. 

ARTICLE XVI, ADOPTION 


The Constitution shall be effective when adopted by the unanimous vote of all the 
members of the Knik Village Council subject to ratification by a majority vote of the base 
voting members of the Knik Tribe voting at an election called for that purpose in which at 
least thirty percent (30%) of the base membership shall vote. 


CERTIFICATE OF ADOPTION 


The foregoing Constitution of the Knik Tribe was adopted by unanimous vote of the 
five (5) members of the Knik Village Council on the day of £) /thdisju / 7 . 

1991, at Wasilla, Alaska, for and on behalf of the members of the Knik Tribe. 


KNIK VILLAGE COUNCIL 
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